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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Charleston, Illinois 
HARRY READ, Director of Information and Publications (217) 581-2820 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
March 8, 1984 
Local 77 
CHARLESTON, IL--Professional guest artists and community 
residents will participate in Eastern Illinois University's production 
of two Puccini operas, "Suor Angelica" and "Gianni Schicchi," on March 16 
and 17. 
Both operas will be performed each day, beginning at 7:30p.m. 
in Dvorak Concert Hall. The operas will be presented in English. 
Prof. Jerry Daniels, director, said "while Eastern has spearheaded 
the production, it involves professionals, faculty and students, and 
members of the Charleston-Mattoon community." 
Featured will be soprano Frances Daniels of Charleston, a graduate 
of the University of Iowa who has studied at the Mozarteum, in Salzburg, 
Austria; baritone Wayne Neuzil, who has also studied at the Mozarteum; 
and tenor Hans Gregory Ashbaker, who has studied at the University of 
Illinois and in Graz, Austria. 
Eastern faculty members June Johnson and Robert E. Snyder are 
also featured. James Krehbiel will conduct the EIU Symphony Orchestra, 
which includes community residents. 
Tickets are priced at $3.50 for the general adult public and 
$2.50 for senior citizens and students. They may be obtained at the 
Fine Arts Center ticket office from 1 to 5 p.m. 
Daniels said "there is a growing interest in opera in this 
community and Eastern and the community have joined together in this. 
presentation." He said "in recent years, opera has enjoyed a remarkable 
growth in the U.S. and central Illinois reflects this trend." 
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